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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

 

      

I am proud to provide the 2009 department annual report for your review.  This report contains 

ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘǊŜƴŘǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƻŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ŎǊƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ 

information on department operations and responsibilities.  

There are many factors that affect the crime rate in a community.  In the Town of Bethlehem there is an 

increased concern and awareness of crimes against the elderly as our population ages.  Crimes against 

and involving juveniles and adolescents continue to be the focus of our juvenile officers who are 

specially trained to deal with adolescent behavior.  Outside sources that affect our community include 

the economy, unemployment, and the changing demographics of communities bordering the town, 

increased commercial development and a roadway system that facilitates people moving about 

between communities quickly and efficiently.  We recognize that crime is not a localized problem, rather 

a regional concern, which is monitored daily for trends.  We continue to use technology to its fullest 

capabilities in our efforts to combat crime.   

The Town of Bethlehem is what is often referred to as a bedroom community, a typically diverse 

suburban residential area with a balance of light industry, commercial development and agriculture.  We 

are certainly not exempt from violent crime although the town is a generally considered a safe 

community. We have seen across America recent violence in suburban schools and we are fully aware 

that violent criminal conduct can occur anywhere, at any time.  The police department provides a strong 
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presence and is pro-active with many innovative prevention programs designed to minimize our risks. 

Alcohol use continues to be a contributing factor in crimes of violence, especially in incidents concerning 

domestic violence.  Unfortunately, certain crimes go unreported because of their nature and often how 

we perceive our community is not always accurate. 

Our priorities include community participation and activism, assisting youths and families at risk, 
professional training to assure that we have the most capable, effective, efficient and compassionate 
personnel along with strong uncompromising enforcement of the laws, which is administered fairly and 
consistently.   
 
Our department is a state accredited agency.  What this means to the town is that we have met and 
exceeded the standards set by the state for law enforcement agencies in the area of professionalism, 
training, operations, conduct and accountability.  In 2005, our department was assessed by three 
members of the New York State Accreditation Council and was recertified for a third five-year term as a 
state accredited police department.  This accomplishment assures the town that the police 
ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǊǳƭŜǎΣ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƻŦ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ 
professional police services.  
 
Our members are the finest trained professionals that I have had the pleasure of working with. My 
heartfelt thanks to them for the job they do each and every day in their service to the Town of 
Bethlehem.   
 
The following charts contained in this report show index crime, arrests in the Town of Bethlehem and 
calls for service comparatively. Calls for service, often for services other than traditional police 
responses, continue to drive our resources. 
 
We look forward to 2010 and the many challenges that will undoubtedly face the department and Town.  
As budget considerations are at the forefront of business decisions our goals remain the same, to 
provide the best possible public safety services to our community in a responsible, accountable and cost 
effective manner.   
 
I welcome your comments and suggestions and hope that you find this report informative. 
 

Respectfully, 

Louis G. Corsi  
Chief of Police 
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Contact the Department 
  

Patrol Division Headquarters Division 
Lieutenant Thomas M. Heffernan, Jr. Deputy Chief Timothy K. Beebe 
theffernan@townofbethlehem.org tbeebe@townofbethlehem.org 

439-9973 439-9973 
  

A-Line Shift Special Services Division 
Sergeant Brian Hughes Lieutenant Robert J. Berben 

bhughes@townofbethlehem.org rberben@townofbethlehem.org 
439-9973 439-9973 

  
Sergeant Regina Cocchiara Detective Sergeant Robert Markel 

gcocchiara@townofbethlehem.org rmarkel@townofbethlehem.org 
439-9973 439-9973 

  
B-Line Shift Sergeant Robert Helligrass, Sr. 

First Sergeant James W. Kerr rhelligrass@townofbethlehem.org 
jkerr@townofbethlehem.org 439-9973 

439-9973  
 Communications Supervisor 

Sergeant Steve Kraz Maureen Bartkus 
skraz@townofbethlehem.org mbartkus@townofbethlehem.org 

439-9973 439-9973 
  

C-Line Shift  
Sergeant James Rexford  

jrexford@townofbethlehem.org  
439-9973  

  
Sergeant Chris Shunk  

cshunk@townofbethlehem.org  
439-9973  
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